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LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The Maryland Community Action Partnership (MCAP), foundedin 1986,is a nonprofit, multiregional association committed to

advancing equity, opportunity, and economic security for individuals and families with low incomes. We advocate on behalf of
Community Action Agencies (CAAs) and partner organizations across Maryland, Delaware, and the District of Columbia, ensuring the
voices of our communities are elevated and heard at the local, state, and federal levels. Guided by our mission to reduce poverty
and strengthen families, we actively monitor and shape legislation and regulatory policies that impact our network and the
communities we serve.

COMMUNITY ACTION FUND

MCAP will continue advocating for the Community Action Fund to remain a dedicated line item in the
state budget and to increase funding to better meet community needs. Community Action Agencies
(CAAs) play a vital role in filling service gaps for families who rely on programs such as SNAP, LIHEAP,
and housing supports. Increasing investment in the Community Action Fund ensures agencies can
continue stabilizing families, supporting economic mobility, and addressing the root causes of
poverty. MCAP supports equitable access to new funding streams such as the Maryland Cannabis
Administration’s community reinvestment funds to strengthen families and stabilize communities.
As a complement to state funding.

ELEVATING COMMUNITY ACTION AS EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

MCAP will advocate for the formal legislative recognition and integration of Community
Action Agencies (CAAs) as essential community emergency responders addressing housing,
food, energy, workforce, and family stability. During the current federal shutdown, CAAs
have demonstrated their critical role by responding swiftly to surging community needs,
fielding thousands of calls for food, housing, and energy assistance within days,
coordinating with local governments, and preventing families from falling deeper into crisis.

CONTINUED FUNDING FOR CORE PROGRAMS

Protecting and Strengthening the Federal Safety NetMCAP will continue federal advocacy to
sustain and strengthen core programs that power Community Action and help Maryland families
move from crisis to stability.

® Community Services Block Grant (CSBG): Fuels local innovation and fights poverty.
® Low Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP): Keeps the lights and heat on.

® Head Start: Builds resilient children and strong families.

® Homeless Solutions & Weatherization: Creates safe, energy-efficient homes.

® Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (SNAP): Keeps food on Maryland tables.

Together, these programs form a proven foundation for family stability and economic
independence.

BUILDING ON THE COMMUNITY ACTION PROMISE

Community Action Agencies remain trusted leaders in addressing poverty through
partnerships that are locally informed, and results driven. In 2026, MCAP will continue
advancing legislative solutions that:

® Strengthen cross-sector collaboration between CAAs and state agencies.

® Support workforce partnerships that connect families to training and good jobs.

® Promote policies that expand opportunity and economic independence for families
statewide.Together, Maryland’s Community Action Agencies form a network of

local solutions that are data driven, proven and accountable to results.
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